17*	AKBAR AND THE GREAT MOGULS
which I have seen and heard of my fathers, and do embrace
the Din Ilahi of Akbar Shah: and I accept the four stages
of entire devotion—sacrifice of property, life, honour, and
religion/ These are no doubt suggested by the four asrams
of Hinduism, and the new faith had in it more of Hinduism
and of Zoroastrianism than of Islam, though it inter-
preted these monotheistically with a tinge of pantheism,
and laid great stress upon sun-worship. Akbar was in
fact like Louis XIV, k Rot Soleil, and deliberately fulfilled
the old Indian tradition of the solar origin of the king. The
crux of the matter lay in his assumption of infallibility, and
the initiation-ceremony of the new Order, which included
prostration at his feet, was conducted by the Emperor in
person. He gave to the initiate a tablet engraved with his
own name, using the ambiguous words 'Allahu Akbar*,
which (in this connexion) had a blasphemous sound to or-
thodox ears, and his portrait, to be worn in the turban of the
faithful, was a symbol of his lordship in matters spiritual as
well as secular. Initiates were accustomed to meet one another
with the greeting 'Allahu Akbar', * Great is Allah', and the
response 'Jalla Jalaluhu', 'Resplendent is his brightness'.
It seems clear that the Emperor went out of his way to
annoy the orthodox, even insisting that members of the
Faith should be buried with their heads towards the sun,
and their feet towards Mecca, This is sun-worship after
the old Vaishnava tradition, and an insult to Islam, and it
was so meant,
No man was to build a mosque, or to repair those in
existence; and later on mosques were actually destroyed;
the slaughter of cows was forbidden, and for more than
a hundred days in the year all India was to abstain from
eating meat. For Akbar had accepted the Hindu doctrines
of ahimsa to animals, and of the sanctity of the cow.
There is here, as in so much that he did, a mingling of
genius and stupidity, of magnanimity and pettiness. Right
in conciliating his Hindu subjects, he was perverse in
persecuting Muhammadans, and his interest in the Parsis
and in sun-worship seems to have been enhanced by his

